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The most important difference between using dbExpress and the BDE is that we need the DataSetProvider and ClientDataSet between our (unidirectional and
read-only) dbExpress data access components and the DataSource and data-aware controls. This takes some time to get used to, but will quickly become second nature.

With a DENavigator and a number of DEEdits (or a DEGrid) connected to the DataSource component, you can finish this data entry form. Mote, however, that in
order to save the changes back into the MyS0L customer table we have to explicitly call ApplyUpdates. This can be done inthe onifcerPost of onifterbelete
evant handler of the cdsCustamer, or you can use an explicit onclick event handler for & button (if you decide to use the latter, then make sure you also include a
check for the cdsCustomer . ChangeCount in the OnClose event handler of your form, to prevent your users from accidentally closing the form without saving the
contents of the customer table). See Listing 2 for some example code that | often use

B Listing 2: Calling ApplyUpdates.

procedure TForml.cdsCustomerbfterPostOrlelete (Datalet: ThataSet):

begin
[Datafet as TClientDataZet).ApplyUpdates (0]
end; J
procedure TForml.FormClose (Sender: Tobject; var Action: TCloselctcion):
begin

if edsCustower.ChangeCount > 0 then
cdsCustomer. Applylpdates (0] // save without asking!
end;

Mote that the fact that we have to explicitly call ApplyUpdates in order to save changes, also means that we can decide not to save changes right away, and instead
offer the user the ability to undo local changes (that is, before they are applied back to the MyS0OL database table itself). Undo is actually a nice feature that was hard to
implement using the Borland Database Engine, but is almost effortless when using the dbExpress components. There are different ways to implement this, for example
using RevertRecord (operating on the current record), or the UndoLastchange fethod of the ClientDataSet component

Of course, this means that you cannot use the automatic ApplyUpdates call in the OnkfrerPaost event handler, since that would clear the ‘unda’ buffer in the
ClientDatadet again. See this month's code for an undo code example.
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The mast important difference between using dbExpress and the BDE is that we need the DataSetProvider and ClientDataSet between our (unidirectional and
read-only) dbExpress data access components and the DataSource and data-aware controls. This takes some time to get used to, but will quickly become second nature.

Wyith a DENavigator and a number of DEEdits (or a DEGrid) connected to the DataSource component, you can finish this data entry form. Mote, however, that in
order to save the changes back into the MyS0L customer table we have to explicitly call App lyUpdaces. This can be done in the OonifcerPost or Onifterdelece
event handler of the cdsCustamer, or you can use an explicit onclick event handler for a button {if you decide to use the latter, then make sure you also include a
check for the edsCustomer. ChangeCount in the OnClose svent handler of your form, to prevent your users fror accidentally closing the form without saving the
contents of the customer table). See Listing 2 for some example code that | often use

B Listing Z: Calling ApplyUpdaies.

procedure TForml.cdsCustomerifterFostOrlelete (Datalet: Thatalet);

begin
[DataZet as TClientDataZet).ApplyUpdates (0]
end; J
procedure TForml.FormClose (Sender: TChject: war Aetion: TCloseletion):
begin

if cdsCustower.ChangeCount > 0 then
cdsCustomer. ApplyUpdate=s(0) // save without asking!
end;

[ote that the fact that we have to explicitly call ApplyUpdates in order to save changes, also means that we can decide not to save changes right away, and instead
offer the user the ability to unda local changes (that is, befare they are applied back to the MyS0OL database table itself). Undao is actually a nice feature that was hard to
implement using the Borland Database Engine, but is almost effortless when using the dbExpress components. There are different ways to implement this, for example
using RevertRecord (operating on the current record), or the UndoLastChange method of the ClientDataSet component.

Of course, this means that you cannot use the automatic ApplyUpdaces call in the OnAfcerPost event handler, since that would clear the ‘undo’ buffer in the
ClientDataSet again. See this month's code for an undo code example
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