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iy S0 Does directory contains a manual in HTWL and plain text format, which unfortunately isn't too well organised. f you want to learm how to start MySQL, connect A
to a database, create a new table, and so on, then you have to search for a while. Furthermaore, most of the manual seems to be aimed at Linux users, so keep that in

mind when working with it

MySQL Management

The cAMySQLWIn directory contains a number of executables and the libmySQL dIl that we will need to use with Delphi in a rmoment. To start the MySC0L monitor, you
can run rmysglexe which will give you a command-line interface to MySQL. This is a low-level way of using databases, creating tables, granting access, and so on, which

isn't hard to use. J

There is also a Windows application called MySgiManager that offers you a more wisual interface to the databases, tables and field definitions (but not much). And finally,
atool called WinMySgladmin 1.4 is installed as a tray icon. | was not at all impressed by these last two YWindows tools, and have done most of my MySCL settings with
the MySC0L monitor console. For serious MySGAL management you should consider a more professional tool, such as DBTools Manager 1.0.15 from DBTools Software

{weneve. dbtools. corn.br). With this Windows tool you can manage your databases, tables, users, permissions as well as user defined functions in your MyS0L databases.

The cihmysghData directory contains the different subdirectories for the databases (by default consisting of mysgl and test). You can add your own new databases here,
for exarnple called ToM Using the MySCL monitor, you can enter the comrmands in Listing 1 to use the TDM database, and create a table called customer with three
fields: CustNo (the primary key), Name, and Company.

B Listing 7

mysgl> use TDM
Database changed
mysgl> show tables:
Ewpty set (0.00 sec)
mysgl> CREATE TABLE customer
—»  (CustMo INT(4) NOT NULL,
—>  Name VARCHAR(24), Company VARCHAR (42},

=7 PRIMARY EEY (CustNo)):
Query OK, 0 rows affected (0.02 sec)
mysgls exit
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» Listing T

mysgly> use TDH
Datsbase changed
mysgl> show tables:
Ewpty set (0.00 sec)
mysgl> CREATE TAEBELE customer
- (CustMo INT(4) NOT NULL,

-  MName VARCHAR(24), Company VARCHAR (42},
> PRIMARY KEY (CustHo)):
Query OE, 0 rows affected (0.02 sec)
mysgl> exit

Bye

The result of this little session is a table called customer in the TOM database. Of course, using the DBTools Manager you can customise this table even further. Apart
from that, we'll now see how we can talk to MyS0L using Delphi and dbExpress

MySOL And dbExpress

Once you've installed MySGL 3.23.52, the first thing you need to do in Delphi is test your connection from dbExpress. The TS0LConnection component has a default
MySQLConnection value for the Connection property. However, we rust still change a number of properties befare it works right. After you've selected
MySOLConnection, the Libraryiame gets set to dbexpmys . dll, which is the dbExpress MySQL driver for MyS0L version 322 % Since we're using a higher version
nurnber 3.23 .5 we must explicitly change that property value from dibexproys. dll to doexprysgl.dll otherwise it won't work (symptoms if you continue to use the
‘old" DLL with version 3.23.% include the fact that you will not see table names, can only access the first 10 fields of records, and get frequent access violations).

Apart fram the Libraryiame, we must also take a look at the VendorLib which gets set to LIEMYSOL.d11. Unfortunately, after you install MyS0L, this DLL is not
added to the search path. It can be found in c\MySQLIn, and you can either add c\WySQLin to the search path, or copy the MySGL. dll somewhere in the path, like
the YWinMNT\Systema2 directory. A third alternative consists of using a hardcoded c:\mysqlibiny LIBMYSQL. L1 property value. Finally, you may want to edit the
Connection propetties to specify the corect database to connect to (see Figure 2.
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