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MySQL 3.23.52

MySAL comes in different versions. From the MyS0L website at www. My SQL org you can download production version 3.23.92 as well as a development 'beta’ version
{currently at 4.0 4). The danger of using a developrnent version is twofold: first of all it can contain bugs, and second it may or may not be supported by your version of
Delphi ithere is a public beta version of the MySGL 4 dbExpress driver, but it won't get official status as long as My3GL 4 itself remains in beta, of course).

Buoth issues are less likely to arise if you're using a production version of MyS0L, which has been in use longer, rmost bugs have probably been found and fixed, or at least
reported, and Delphi will probably be able to connect to it. So, from now on, | will limit our MySQL experience to version 3.23.52, which will have enough surprises in store
anyway.

The mysgl-3.23.52-win.zip file that you can download is only 13,145 665 bytes big, and the contents were last updated on 15 Aagust 2002 (which is a few days after
Delphi 7 was released). Y¥ou can unzip the file to an install directory and run setup to actually install MyS0L (see Figure 1) Mote that it's recommended to install it in
cihlySC0L, otherwise you must perform some manual configuration steps afterwards to ensure that it can find everything.
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Even a full install takes less than 28Mb, which is a welcome change compared to tools that can take up to half 2 Gigabyte these days (IBM's DBZ comes to mind). The
iy SGLDoes directory contains a manual in HTWL and plain text format, which unfortunately isn't too well organised. f you want to learm how to start MySQL, connect
to a database, create a new table, and 5o on, then you have to search for a while. Furthermaore, most of the manual seems to be aimed at Linux users, so keep that in
mind when warking with it

MySOL Management

The c\MySQLhin directory contains a number of executables and the libmySQL. dil that we will need to use with Delphi in a moment. To start the MySGL monitor, you
can run mysal.exe which will ive vou a command-line interface to MySQL. This is a low-level way of using databases, creating tables, aranting access, and so on, which ™)
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