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Under Construction:
Delphi, dbExpress And MySQL

by Bob Swart

The Borland Database Engine (BDE) has long been the number one choice for quick-and-dirty (and easy, although not always easy to install) data access, based on the
dBASE and Paradox table formats. But now the BDE is officially frozen and SQL Links is even deprecated. In other words, there will be no further developrment of and
enhancements added to the BDE, so we should be seriously looking at alternatives for data access in Delphi.

This may sound easier than it actually is. The BOE has never been the only choice in Delphi. Quite apart from all the third-party database libraries, Delphi itself comes with
a nurnber of alternatives, which doesn't make the choice any easier. We have the following tabs for data access on the Component Palette: dbExpress, BDE, ADO and
InterBase

Ofthese, dbExpress is the one mast promoted by Borland these days, not least because it provides cross-platform support for Delphi and C++Builder on ¥Windows, and
Kylix on Linux. And even if this is of no concern to you, then you should appreciate the fact that dbExpress has been rewritten frorm the ground up to be a much faster data
access library (read: less overhead) than the BDE.

dbExpress

Fooming in on dbExpress, you guickly realise that decision time isn't over, yet. My copy of Delphi 7 Enterprise comes with dbExpress drivers for (in alphabetical order)
DB2, Informix, InterBase, M3 SAL Server, MySCL and Oracle. When it comes to a free solution (without any additional cost or licence fees) only My3QL and FireBird (the
Open Source InterBase-compatible database) are available in this list, and for that reason I've decided to focus this month on the combination of dbExpress and MySQL |
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dbExpress

Zooming in on dbExpress, you guickly realise that decision time isn't over, yet. My copy of Delphi 7 Enterprise comes with dbExpress drivers for (in alphabetical order) J
DB2, Informix, InterBase, M S0L Server, MyS0L and Oracle. When it comes to a free solution fwithout any additional cost or licence fees) only MyS0L and FireBird (the
Open Source InterBase-compatible database) are available in this list, and for that reason I've decided to focus this month on the combination of dbExpress and MySQL

as a serious option for replacing the BOE. This aticle describes my experiences, as well as a number of helpful hints, tips and work-arounds for issues that could

otherwise result in some frustration.

MySOL

For a free database, it's amazing how well-known the narme of MySQL has become in just a few years. The fact that it's included in the small list of dbExpress drivers
{next to commercial powerhouses from Cracle, IBM and Microsoft) available in the box with Delphi itself also speaks volumes. Sowhat is My30L, and why should we
want to take a closer look at it in the first place?

Well, first of all, MySQL is free under the GPL model, although you can also purchase a commercial licence. YWhether you need to buy a licence seems to come down to
whether you distribute the MySGOL server itself with your software, rather than whether your software itself is commercial. But licences are cheap: £130 for a single server
for MySGL Classic.

It's available on both Windows and Linux, and is available as the first choice on a large number of web servers. In contrast, try finding an ISP that offers InterBase

or FireBird and you may be looking for a while. Apart from that, MyS0L offers a lot as a relational DBMS, including a very good reputation when it comes to the speed of
reading records (other operations are fast as well, but MySQL seems to shine especially when reading data), and support for SQL, client/server developrment, and even
transactions

MySQL 3.23.52
MySAL comes in different versions. From the MyS0L website at www. WMy SQL org you can download production version 3.23.92 as well as a development 'beta’ version

{currently at 4.0.4). The danger of using a developrnent wersion is twofold: first of all it can contain bugs, and second it may or may not be supported by your version of
Delphi (there is a public beta version of the My30QL 4 dbExpress driver, but it won't get official status as long as MySQL 4 itself rermains in beta, of course).
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